POWDER TO THE PEOPLE

Q&A

Where can I park/leave my snowmobile ?

You can park/leave a snowmobile on the sides of the county roads as long as it does not
block the roadway. Technically you are not supposed to park/leave your snowmobile for
longer than 72 hrs. on a county road. If the county receives complaints that vehicles are
blocking the roadway and/or abandoned they may ticket and/or remove the vehicles. Be
discrete & you can probably park as long as you want. But remember, after 72 hrs. itis a
privilege not a right.

You cannot park/leave your snowmobile on private property unless you have permission
from the landowner. The land immediately behind the Gondola building is all private
property owned by the Aspen Skiing Company. The land on the skier's left at the bottom
of Hurricane on the Little Annie road is posted private property. The parking lot on the
skier's right at the bottom of Hurricane on the Little Annie road is reserved for the people
who live in the Little Annie area. The next parking lot down from Hurricane on the skier's
right of the Little Annie Road above the grey house & before the switchback is a private
parking lot. There is some limited public parking all the way at the bottom of the Little
Annie Road. The parking lot below the Midnight Mine Inn at the bottom of the Midnight
Mine Road is reserved for the Midnight Mine Inn guests and people who live in the
Midnight Mine area.

SUMMARY: Park on the county road out of the way or get permission to park on private
property!

Who owns the land in the area ?

The area is approximately 1300 acres of both public USFS administered lands as well as
private land comprised of mining claims. Approximately 1/3 (400 acres) of the area are
the contiguous USFS administered lands on the east facing (Difficult side) at the southern
end (south of McFarland's Bowl) of the powder tour area. The rest of the area is a mosaic
of public & private land on both the east & west sides of the ridge. The primary
landowner on the Little Annie side as well as the land around the lunch cabin is Castle
Creek Investment Corp. The land starting at "the playground" for snowmobiles just south
of the Gondola building after you go through the trees and extending to the knob at the
top of Little Annie encompassing the top of "Heart Attack Hill" and by the blue A frame
as well as the flat area called "Poverty Flats" to the east down off the ridge towards
Difficult is also all private property.



How do I know if [ am on public or private property ?

Good luck. Chances are you don't. Good news/bad news is that most people including
landowners & public land administrators don't either. Rule of thumb is if it is
posted/signed then you should respect it, stay away from residences & structures, stay on
roads w/vehicles & exercise some common sense & discretion. The land ownership
patterns especially on the Little Annie side are literally a mosaic of public and private
property. Remember, is you are skiing/riding or driving on private property you are
trespassing. It is at best case an unauthorized privilege not a night ! You should get
permission from the landowner first.

What's the story with the roads in the area ?

The main access roads on the west side (Little Annie, Midnight Mine, Sundeck, Summer
and Ridge Roads) are public roads administered by Pitkin County. There are numerous
private property access roads leading off the main access roads. The roads on the east
(Difficult) side (Poverty Flats, McFarlands/Difficult, Lunch Cabin, Wine Tree, Deep
Powder Benches, Flagpole Pick Up, the Far Ridge/Figure 8, Ptarmigan & The Hole) are
winter only, over snow roads travel routes administered by USFS. Vehicular traffic on
these travel routes is restricted by a USFS "Special Closure" and allowed by permit only.
The only authorized permit at this point is the Aspen Skiing Company's Aspen Mountain
Powder Tour commercial snowcat powder tour operation.

What are the regulations concerning snowmobiles/mechanized use in the area ?

You can ride on the public roads that are not subject to USFS "Special Closure." Your
snowmobile should have a current registration sticker. Discretion would dictate not to
leave the roads and snowmobile on the ski runs. You should not ride on private property
unless you have permission from the landowner. Chance are if you leave the road you are
either on a ski run or private property or both. This is a bad thing ! (see Q & A above and
also and Draft Winter Use Guidelines and Etiquette Forum on the Powdertothepeople.org
website)

What's up with the USFS cop ?

You got the Aspen Skiing Company to thank for that. The ASC put pressure on the USFS
to enforce the Travel Management Plan "Special Closure" which allows mechanized use
of the area off public roads by permit only. The ASC holds the only permit. The USFS
did not have the manpower or equipment (snowmobile) to enforce the regulation so the
ASC lent the USFS a snowmobile and reimburses the USFS for the enforcement officer's
pay. In other words the ASC is pressuring and paying the USFS to enforce its (ASC)
commercial & vehicular monopoly of the area ! The cop is a really nice guy and is mostly
trying to educate area users. Be nice. He is seeking voluntary compliance with a
reasonable request. He is just the messenger. He may have authority to issue citations for
various federal infractions. However, given the mosaic of land ownership patterns in the
area, chances are neither you nor he really know where you are & who owns the land you
are standing on ! Or simply bite the bullet & accept the fact that if he can catch you then
take the ticket !






